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Inspired by my best friend.
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ALEXANDER
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THOUGHTS. THE PAST. THE PRESENT

Demari Shinnery



The Laurel Spring 2024

THOUGHTS. THE PAST. THE PRESENT

Demari Shinnery



The Laurel Spring 2024

GONE HOME

Meghan Baehl
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they say that no man is an island

thank God I am not a man

as I am a solitary unit without her

she left me 607 days ago

and her memory has occupied

this lonesome heart ever since

gardens and empires once flourishing

under her watchful eye

lay desolate

having crumbled just as I have

on that day

after saying our goodbyes at Golgotha

eyes puffed shut

a silent drive to an empty house

her print in a cardboard box

to be set upon my desk

and studied unlike any other artifact

GRETCHEN MY DOG GRETCHEN

Emma Gavazzi

rereading a well-loved book

in the mid-morning hours

far from the home we once shared

I open to page 222

where a black strand of hair

is gently frozen in time upon the paper

one of the last remaining pieces of her

I hold it but for a moment

before laying it to rest again

knowing that she is no longer mine

to keep in this lifetime

and I don’t believe in angel numbers or the like

or particularly in signs of any sort

but nevertheless

I look to the stars

because I know that she’s above them
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FLIGHT

Tharini Nagarkar

i am an object at rest, in an object in motion

as i soar across cities, stars twinkling ahead

yet i am restless, such a strange notion

aluminum rattles, a slight commotion

the seatbelt sign blinks on, yellow and red

i am an object at rest, in an object in motion

the air is dry, skin ashy, need hand lotion

sinus pressure builds; glad my nose hasn’t bled

yet i am restless, such a strange notion

beneath me the rippled blues of the ocean

the blues of this new path i so eagerly tread

i am an object at rest, in an object in motion

there’s no stopping this brimming emotion

salinity trickles down my cheek, a tranquil tear shed

yet i am restless, such a strange notion

the wheels hit asphalt, i feel the rubber’s erosion

soon to breathe fresh air but a pit fills with strange dread

i am an object at rest, in an object in motion

yet i am restless, such a strange notion
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HI WORLD

Eddy Bysiek

Packed

Really packed

So totally busy

Going places right now

So fast

Too fast

Time to live, really live

Slow down

SOULS

Eddy Bysiek

Hidden inside of a heart

Souls lie motionless

Searching for a reality

All beating together
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PENROSE DOMINO PLATEAU

Ethan Schwandt
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WHAT HAVE I FOUND YOU

Ethan Schwandt
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YARN

Ethan Schwandt
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TWO-STORY SKYSCRAPER

Ethan Schwandt
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BLOSSOMING DAYS

Jaime Thompson
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817

Kelly Jenson
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TAKE A SEAT

Kelly Jenson
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ENDURING GRACE

Frankie Garr
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METRO STOP

Frankie Garr
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OL’ RUSTY RED

Frankie Garr
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BIRD BY FEEDER

Jean Benson
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FIRST SIGN OF SPRING

Jean Benson
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UNTITLED

Rylie Heffernan
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DR. GLASS’ DAUGHTER

Rose Pfeiffer
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THE BEST OF YOU TO LOVE AND THE WORST OF YOU TO HOLD

Zena Wronka
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IT’S TIME

Brooke Johnpier
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THE MARVELOUS CONJUNCTION OF GASOLINE PUMPS AND FROZEN HAMBURGERS

Thomas Pursel
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IS IT SNOWING YET IN ST. PETERSBURG

John Policastro
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THE FALLEN MORNING STAR

Rachel Panek, Editor-in-Chief
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